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BY L. G. HOFFMAN.] 


iS Bro. Greenfield Pote is authorised to receive sub- “ 


scriptions and monies on account of the Register, in the 
city of New York, 
THE GRAND CHAPTER OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK, 
Commenced its annual communication in this city, on 


‘ Tuesday the 3d day of February last, and were in ‘ 
A large number of Chapters were | 


session two days. 
represented. ‘The proceedings were mostly of a lo- 
cal nature, and will be published shortly in the usual] 
form. 
lain delivered his Annual Address, which was listened 
to with much interest. The Address will be found 
‘ below, and its perusal will detract nothing from the 
well earned reputation of its author, either of head or 
heart. é 

The following officers were elected during the ses- 
sion for the ensuing year :-- 


Ezra S. Barnum, of Utica, M.E.G.H. P. 
Robert R. Boyd, of N. Y. M. FE. D.G.H. P. 
Achille J. Rosseau, of Troy, M. E.G. K. 
Lewis G, Hoffman, of Albany, M.E. G. §. 


John O. Cole, of Albeny, 

Gerrit W. Ryckman, of N. Y. 
Rev. Salem Town, of Cayuga, Grand Chaplain. 
John Bull, of Lebanon, Grand Marshall. 
Ebenezer Wadsworth, W. Troy, 2 
Joseph Enos, Genessee, § 
John Pierce, of Albany, 


Grand Secretary. 
Grand Treasurer. 


G. Visitors. 
Grand Sentinel. 


Most Excellent G. H. P. and Companions. 


Having rendered our grateful acknowledgements | 


; tothe giver of all our mercies, and exchanged mutual 
congratulations, it remains, according to custom, to 


, devote a few moments, specially, to the contemplation ; 


‘ of some one or more of the great objects of the insti- 
; Uon of which we are members. 

The presentation of any thing new, in the discussion 
of topics, which, in so many instances have called out 
the best talent of the fraternity, is secarecly to be ex- 
pected. The field, however, is wide; and although 
every portion has oftentimes been explored under the 
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guidance of genius and learning, there still remains 
; profit and pleasure, in the frequent contemplation of 
those beauties which never fade, and the survey of 
that harmony, discoverable in the great moral truths 
involve in the government of God. 
Those ruling principles of action, also, which gov- 
ern the conduct of men as probationers, and seriously 
; eflect their future destiny, lose no interest by repetition. 
* On such topics we can ever dwell with fresh delight, 
and gain moral strength by each review. 

Many points, touching truth and duty, have hereto- 
fore been presented by him, who now addresses you. 
; Many proofs have been adduced in confirmation of the 
$ soundness of those moral principles embodied in th® 
Masonic creed ; and many illustrations of the benig 
{nfluence exerted on mankind, thro’ Masonic agency - 
The symbols ofthe order; their impressive and ap- 
propriate allusions ; the discipline of our Temple 
gates as conservatives of peace and purity ; the unity 
of the common brotherhood, and the fellowship of kin- 
dred spirits, have all been touched ; all are interest. 
ing topics on which we delight to dwell. Especially. 
does that full-souled, open hearted charity, which has 
’ ever characterized the fraternity in all ages and coun- 

tries furnish a theme, that inspires the heart anew 

with livelier emotions, and leads to greater diligence 
and more untiring effort in behalf of suffering human- 
ity. 
- ‘The Masonic institution, in its primeval origin; its 
‘ antiquity and constitutions ; its unity and universality 
’ of doctrines and duties ; its object and character, have 
ever been a fruitful source of disquisition,rich in prac- 
‘ tical instruction to the fraternity. Since, however 
such great improvements have been made in the civil, 
social and moral condition of the world ; since, in 
modern times, there has been such a multiplication of 
, benevolent associations, proposing the accomplishment 
of so great a variety of objects, all, in themselves, be- 
nevolent and humane, the enquiry, is frequently made 
in the spirit of christian candor, and evidently with an 
honest desire to be correctly informed, wherein, at the 
present day, consist the specia] benefits of Masonry to 
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mankind. Such enquirers seem not to doubt the fact, 
hat the time has been, when an institution purporting 
to be what Masonry claims for itself, might have se- 
cured many benefits, especially for its own members. 
and probably, confered them to some extent on others. 


But since the lights of science have been kindled up, ‘ 


anda knowledge of the arts has become so general, 


and National intercourse so entirely different from past ‘ 


ages ; and especially since the Bible, containing a com. 


plete’and perfect code of moral laws,truths and duties,is { 
so extensively circulated and read ; benevolent ‘and ; 
humane societies so multiplied ; moral and religious $ 
institutions planted on every quarter of the globe, « 


whence are emenating those Divine principles, which 
ameliorate the condition of man, and lay the founda. 
tion of common brotherhood on gospel ground. why 
sustain an institution under secret rights? And espe. 


cially why says the enquirer, if it accomplish the very ¢ 
same objects for which others, without the injunctions ; 


of secresy are now established. 
It is said and such are the facts, that men of high 


literary attainments, of unquestioned philanthropy as ° 


well as eminent piety, wholly disconnected with our 


institution, have been, and still are uniting in volun- 
° tary associations, and putting forth special efforts for 
the improvements, both of the moral and physical 


> conditions of man. 


And that various methods have 


‘ already been devised, and are now in successful ope- 


» ration, 


That wisdom and wealth have been secured 
as means, and talent and enterprize enlisted in carry- 


‘ ing forward to consummation, the great work not only 
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of enlightening, and civilizing, but evangelizing the 
whole world. If, therefore, say they, Masonry is cul- 
tivating the same field, in common with other friends 
of humanity, why not, at once, abandon the forms of 
mystery, and join openly in the same works of benev- 
olent enterprise. In short why adhere to an antiqua” 
ted institution whatever its principles may be, since it 
had its origin in a comparatively dark age of the 
world, and was probably designed to subserve some 
special purpose in behalf of its own members, at a pe- 


: riod of the world when the state of society was alto. 


3 gether different from the present age, in which we . 
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live. Ifsuch are the facts, it is added, that provision 
must long since have found a substitute in the im- 
provements of civilization, and the common courtesy 
now shown by the citizens of one Nation, to individu- 
al strangers of another. 

Such, and similar enquiries and suggestions are 
made by honest minded men, neither influenced by 
motives of curiosity, nor moved by those of jealousy 
or prejudice. And it seemed to me not improper, on 
this occasion, to give, what in my view would be a 
eandid and faithful answer. The enquiry has force, 
and the considerations presented, carry in themselves 
As Masons, therefore, we should always be 
prepared to assign, what to ourselves at least, 
satisfactory reason, why we still adhere to the insti- 
tution, notwithstanding the change in the condition of 
the world ; and continue to believe it our duty to sus- 
tain its original organization. Why, in our view, 
a greater. amount of good is received and conmuni- 
cated through its instrumentality, than could, reason- 
ably be expected, under other circumstances. In 
short why our attachments are so strong, and our af- 
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fections so wedded to this ancient institution, just 


as it has come down to us from olden times. 

The reasons that might be assigned in this case, 
are, in my view, numerous ; some of which are the 
following. 

Aside from all other considerations, there is some- 
thing of moral sublimity in the bare contemplation of 
the mere antiquity of a continuous order of men, whose 
organization was so judiciously consummated, at so 


‘ early a period of the world. 


That an institution with al! its substantial features, 
and intrinsic excellencies, transmitted from generation 
to generation, and transplanted from countgy to coun- 
try, should have thus lived with ages, and beena 
traveller with time, assailed by foes and traduced by 
the tongue of slander, yet unimpaired in any material 
form, and uncorrupted in any essential point of moral 
character, is matter of admiration ; and more so es- 
pecially, when we consider the depravity of those 
ages, through which it has passd. At the same time, 
our sense of moral sublimity, is greatly increased by 
the recollection that this ancient organization has 
been the favoured medium in all ages, and among 
most Nations, through which the widow and orphan 
have, for thousands of years, been fed and clothed, 
and the stranger in a strange land, thrown by adverse 
fortune into penury and perils, especially if a member 
of this order found deliverance and protection. No 
wonder then as Masons, we should form such attach- 
ments for an institution, on account of whose antiquity 
so manv streams of human kindness have, through 
the lapse of ages, bronght relief and consolation to the 
distressed of every clime. 

There is something also, in the organization and 
internal polity of Masonic Lodges, which never fails to 
secure the approval of those admitted to membership. 
The order and arrangement throughout, are peculiar- 
ly befitting. Each Brother moves in his own proper 
sphere with due circumspection. Reciprocal kindness 
and courtesy in language and deportment, mark the 
intercourse of all. There is no superiority by blood 
or birth. within the Masonic walls. There is no pro- 
motion to office, except by the free and equal suffrage 
of all the members present. The pure principles of 
genuine republicanism, are most perfectly exemplified 
in the common polity of the Lodge room. On the 
supposition, therefore,that the sustaining of the institu- 
tion in its distinctive character, was productive of noth- 
ing more than the cultivation of such friendly intercourse 
on principles of mutual reciprosity ; strengthening the 
bonds of affection between man and man, and keeping 
alive a most tender regard for each other’s common 
welfare, would not these considerations alone, consti- 
tute a justifiable reason for adhering to the order, and 
participating in those innocent civilities. which con- 
tribute so largely to the refined enjoyments of social 
intercourse, 

Another reason, however, of far greater importance, 
is found in the universality of the order, and its bet- 
ter adaptation to meet the exigencies of human suffer- 
ings, than is found in any other institution, hitherto 
established. Here then is a special cause for sus. 
taining the very identity of the order, and perpetuatis 
its ancient usages so as to maintain a cognizable broth- 
erhood among individuals of all nations on the globe. 
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‘ Masonry had its origin at an early period. Its sym- 
: bols and ceremonies were then established. and those 
‘ great moral truths of universal acceptation adopted, 

as 2 common standard of faith. Such relative duties, 


both as to God and man, from which no conscience ‘ 


could dissent, were then ordained as a perpetual rule 
of action. 

It is believed this organization was devised by Solo. 
mon King of Israel, and in connection with Hiram 


Temple, consummated in due form. Of this asa fact, 
well informed Masons entertain no doubt. 
means and facilities were then and there devised, and 
permanently ordained, by which the members of this 
order, of all nations and tongues in all subsequent 
ages, could recognise each other. Hence, that univer- 
sal identity of Masonry, in every period of the world 
down to the present day, by which its benefits be- 
come available by members of one country, in com- 
mon with those of every other. The foundation of 


' eation and enforcement of that obvious truth, which 
_ acknowledges the common Brotherhood of all mankind. 


Hence, the duty to relieve a distressed Brother belong. ‘ 
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recognises a masonic token, and at once, salutes him 
in the well known response of common brotherhood, 
and embraces him asa friend. Although he may be 
unable to speak or understand the language of the 
country, still, he meets no cold hearted formality, no 
He is re- 


; cognized asa Mason, received as a friend. and at 
: once becomes a welcome sharer in such hospitalities 
* asa brother can bestow. 

King of Tyre, and Hiram the skilful architect of the | 


Such occurrences are by no means uncommon.— 


» And were there no other considerations than these, 


Ways, ; 


would there not be sufficient inducements to sustain 
and perpetuate any humane institution, that meets 
such exigencies. 

Were I to travel in a foreign country at the present 


¢ day even, as many of our countrymen do, I should 
- consider my masonic relations the surest safeguard, 
, aside from Divine protection, that could be thrown 


aroundme. Perhaps notover one in a thousand might 


} need those benefits to which as 2 Mason he would 
this noble feature, was found in the practical appli- ° 


S be. 


be entitled, but what man could tell who that one might 
In a multitude of instances facts might be adduced, 


> where the most surprising deliverances has been effec. 


ing to any branch of the human family,though natural > 
. ly obligatory on every man, was, nevertheless. sol- ¢ 


‘ emnly enjoined on all the members of the fraternity, $ of war, already doomed to the dungeon or scaffold, 


‘ as a special and positive requirement. The same 


truth and duty are unequivocally taught by the gospel | 


of Christ, and particularly enjoined, as items of chris- 
. tian faith and practice. And yet it can be said with- 
‘ out fear of contradiction, that no class of men has 
‘ ever carried them out so invariably and so universal. 
ly, as the members of this fraternity. 


‘ how often is this most reasonable injunction, either 
evaded or wholly disregarded. The christian world 


> ted by Masons, while in other respects they were utter 


strangers to each other ; of different nations even, per- 
haps also, in a state of open hostility, and as prisoners 


Here is fidelity without a parallel in any other hu- 
man institution in existence. So long, therefore, as 
man is exposed to sufferings incident to his nature, s0 


> long as thousands of nameless casualties lie in his path- 


way through life, by which in some unexpected moment 


’ he may become a child of misfortune, and a son of 


Spgs > sorrow, the relinquishment of freemasonry, as a dis- 
Although christians are commanded to do good to | 


‘ all men, and especially to the household of faith, yet ’ one fountain of charity, whose perennial streams 


tinctictive institution, would be drying up at least, 


> have hitherto conveyed consolation in a thousand chan- 


ble as the fact is, few belonging to the one, are prompt ‘ 


to relieve the wants of the other, especially if of a dif. 
ferent faith, even though living in the same neighbor. 
‘ hood. And what is still more deplorable, there are 
those who live utterly regardless of the distresses and 
privations of others, in ther own communion even.— 
Occurrences of this kind, however, are‘less painful 
than those by which hundreds, if not thousands, have 
been, and are, from time to time. by some unforeseen 


land, beyond the reach of acquaintances or christian 


_ 4s to means or ability of their own, to obtain relief.— 
, Ignorant of the language by which to make their wants 


> take the place of this. 


: sy ; ° ne!s, unnoticed by the world, and unrecorded by 
. is split into numerous Sectarian orders, and lamenta- ‘ man 


Other benevolent institutions are good, but none can 
They are local and temporary, 


> this is universal and perpetual. 


Their members are usually embraced in sectional 


® localities, and their agencies circumscribed by nation- 


al lines at farthest ; while the masonic brotherhood is 


> found in every nation, and their agencies met in ev- 


> ery clime. 


casualty, thrown among utter strangers in a strange > braces the four quarters of the globe, an eye that car. 


Here then is an arm which at Once, em- 


? ries sympathy to the heart, and a hand to administer 


influence, under circumstanstonces of entire destitution, } the cup of consolation. 


What an angel of mercy is found in the universality 


> of this ancient, venerable institution. 


; known, there is nothing on which to rely, save the ° 


‘ Spontaneous exercises of humanity on the part of oth- 
, ers. Few hearts in such cases will be moved by sym- 
‘ pathy, farther than the bestowment ofa bare pitance 
‘for the time being. Such is the fact in our own 
; country, and such it is the world over. 

‘ Under these circumstances, it matters little or noth- 
‘ ing, who or what the man was in his own country.— 
} Here he is unknown, perhaps unpitied, yet an innocent 
‘ sufferer and in need of proteetion. If now such an in- 
‘ dividual be a member of the common fraternity, his 


; chance is more than equal to discover some one, who ‘ 
é 
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But the main reply in answer to such enquiries as 
we have stated, lies in principle, and involves conse- 
quences of a grave and serious nature. The abandon- 
ment of secresy, and the merging of our benevolent 
operations with those of other societies, is not the 
point. Ifso, carry out the principle, and all societies, 
having any specific object of benevolent enterprise, 
must rally under one common banner, however diverse 
the objects to be accomplished, or the instrumentali- 
ties by which effected. Nothing could be more dis- 
tracting, or better calculated to paralize all efficient 
action in regard to any specific object whatever. 
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This is a matter well understood by men in general, ‘ 
and hence the separate organizations of so many so- 
cieties for the better accomplishment of some special 
purpose ; all however laboring in one common field, 
and for one ultimate object. The wisdom of such @ 
course is obvious, and the principle is just as applicable 
to separate, distinctive action under a masonic form of ‘ 
organization, as any other. 

If, therefore, the accomplishment of any one hu- 
mane purpose, is more extensively, and more effec 
tively secured through the medium of some seerc! 
mode of intercommunication, by which members of 
all nations and languages can recognize each other, 
instead of being an objection, it adds :mmense value to 
its available benefits on a scale commensurate with 
the human family. 

But the enquiry presupposes something more than 
the abandonment of the mere on 
count secresy. This could avail nothing, aside 
from what is com»rehended unter that name. Noth- 
ing short of the renunciation of our specific modes of 
benevolent action, and the adoption of such others as 
are to other associations. the 
spirit of the enquiry. And what Brother is prepared 
for that. however efficient in 
ation in its own way, might be. 


name 


ac. 


of 


common conid meet 


doing good, sueh asscei- 

In our present organization we know there is stabil. 
ity and reliable perpetuity, and who will guaranty 
there of any other human society now in existence ? 

Our Body, also, is in cerrespondence with most of 
those on the same platforin in Europe an countries,and 
what other has such channels of communication.— 
Our members are united in the objects of the institution, 
without a jarring atom, and of what others can this 
be truthfully affirmed? The great moral principles 
peculiar to Masonry, are common to all who acknowl. 
edge the existence, perfections and claims of God over 
his creatures, and the corresponding duties enjoined, 
are true to that line of conduct which embraces all 
mankind in one common Brotherhood. Others may, 
and do avow this truth, but where is the association, 
aside from ours, that practically carries it out. 

There are peculiar circumstances also, under which 
truths of the same nature are more impresively presen- 
ted, and duties of the same order. more successfully 
énforced within the walls of the Lodge room, than are 
found under any other forms of instruction. Who, 
that has heard the same truths so often announced 
from the sacred desk even, has felt their force, as 
when presented with direct and personal application, 
in conferring the several degrees. Why then aban. 
don Masonic forms even since in this respect, nothing 


could be gained, while in the other hand much would 
be lost. 


Instead, therefore,of interfering,or in the least detract- 
ing from other moral influences brought to bear on men 
it co-operates in sustaining, and in many respects car. 
rying out measures more efficiently, at which they 


; themselves are aiming. 


The reasons then why it would be inexpedient, 
under any existing state of society. to merge Masonic 
enterprise with her benevolent effort in other societies 
professedly engaged in works of love and charity, are { 
numerous, and one would suppose, satisfactory in 
the view of candid minds. Be that, however, as HS 


3 ANAS ASA NAMA: 


AMERICAN MASONIC REGISTER. 


PLPALP LS 


PAPPAPLALII ATO OS APPEL AAP PEO PPL LPL PPS 


may, the institution will be sustained, and its name, 
principles and mode of operation perpetuated, till the 
sun is plucked from his sphere, and the moon shall 
cease to wax and wane. When its birth was chroni- 
cled, its age was set to the years that close with the 
night-falloftime Tis the father, in point of age, of 
all human organizations for the relief of the distressed, 
and the protection af the way-worn stranger. 

The privilege then of being 2 Mason, and thereby 
entitled to the special benefits of the institution, is 
creat every way. 

3rethren most of us present, have been members of 
this fraternity too long, not to understand the whole 
matter, and fully appreciate the special advantages 
derived from this common brotherhood. Our princi- 
Our intercourse 
and 
Our 
the 


ples are moral and conservative. 
social and refining. Our operations 
abounding in the fruits of love and 
members charitable, given to hospitality. 


peaceful 
kindness. 
And 
whole brotherhood, bound together by those cords o¢ 
friendship, which give spirit to motive, and soul to 
action. We are common sharers in the affections of 
each other, the world over. 

And what more can be expected, or even hoped for. 
in any human institution whatever, organized merely 
fcr charitable and benevolent objects. on a seale com- 
mensurate in its oneration with the entire human fam, 
ity. Let our principles be carried out on this scale, 


in their true spirit, and for one I am satisfied. 


(FOR THE MASONIC REGISTER, ) 
THE FREE MASON’S HALL IN NEW YORK. 


Some months since a very feasible plan for the erec. 
tion of a Free Mason’s Hall in the city of New York 
was presented to the fraternity, which received the 
approval of all the Lodges and an association was ac- 
cordingly organized to carry it into operation. 

For a time great interest was taken in 
subscriptions were eagerly made, and the craft were 
well pleased with the prospects before them. But of } 
jate it is to be regretted, there has been an apparent 


the cause ; 


inclimation to permit the undertaking to fall to the 
ground ; thus in its incipiency, and without proper 
ac'ion to prove its practicability, place still more re- 
mote than ever, the possibility of accomplishing an 
object so much desired, 

Now, Mr. Editor, what is the cause of this indiffer- 
ence! I do not imagine the intelligent originators of 
this project, whose energy at the anset was so prais- 
worthy, have discovered any thing to warrant a luke- 
warmness on their part, no certainly not, nor am I a- 
ware that any do advance substantial reasons for ap- 
prehending a failure, 

I am inclined to believe the existing difficulty rests 
with the Board of Trustees of this association. Let 
me ask if this board have performed with diligence 
their duty ; have they endeavored to procure one con- 
centrated and harmonious action of the fraternity.— 
In them was vested an important trust—their duty 
was a responsible and onerous one, having been ap- 
pointed to carry out the plan not only to receive sub- 
scriptions, consequently much was expecte: at thei 
hands, and I am firmly impressed, that it was, fully ‘ 
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to them that prompt and energetic action was requir- 
ed to ensure success. 

I have too much respect for the brethren composing 
this board, (some of whom are distinguished amongst 

’ us,) to accuse them of pursuing a course intended to 
be dettrimenta! in its operation ; but, I cannot believe 
they have, accomplished as much as they might have 
done, considering the time already consumed, nor 
have they exhibited the zeal and perseverance which 
we had aright to expect from them. ? 

It is presumed they do not complain of searcity of 
material, for they have not sought after it. Inthe 
humble opinion of the writer there is sufficient of that 
necessary article at their command, if exertion be 
made to secure it. I hope and trust, that exertion 
will yet be made,and no time is more suitable than the 
present, therefore, let us hear from the respectable 
board of trustees ; let their actions inthe preinises dis- 
play an earnestness. If an incentive 
from the fathers of this experiment that would tend 
to arouse the pride and ambition of the fraternity of 
this metropolis, the effort would undoubtedly be 
crowned The cause is doubly good ; 
because, while it provides a building for our own 


should emenate 


with suecess. 


accommodation it will furnish means for the support 
of an asylum for the destitute, the widow and the or- 
phan, and should not be abandoned until it be ascer- 
tained beyond a doubt that we Masons will not eome 
forward and unite in consummating an undertaking so 
laudable. Ww. 


ALABAMA. 
The Annanal Convocation of the Grand Chapter of 
toyal Arch Masons for the State of Alabama.was held 


Hall, 


at the Masonic inthe City of Tuscaloosa. on 
the 2d day of December, 1845, at 5 o’clock, P.M. 

The companions present were ealled to order by the 
M. . Grand Hieh Priest, and after solemn prayer 
by the Rev. Grand Chaplain, the Grand Chapter 
was opened in due and ancient form. 

Comp, Wiley, from the committee on Foreign Cor- 
respondence, submitted the following report; which 
was read and concurred in : 

REPORT ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Your committe have examined the procecdings ef 
the General Grand Chapter of R.A. 
United States, and the Grand Chapters of the States 
of Connecticut, Meryland, Virginia, Tennessee, Ken. 
tueky, Sonth Carolina and Texas, at their last 


voeations, 


Masons of the 


Con- 
which were handed them by the Grand See. 


retary, inallof whieh your committee find nothing 


requiring the special action of this Grand Chapter, 
but much interesting matter. Your committee would, 
however beg leave to express their reat gratification 
atthe prosperous condition of Royal 


in all the States with which this Grand Chapter is in 


Areh Masonry 


correspondence, as evinced by an examination of the 
proceedings thereof ; and from these and other sources, 
Which are to be relied upon, your committee have 
the satisfactson to learn, that the present prospects 
for the suecess, influence, and usefulness of our beloved 
order, has at no time been excelled, or indeed equalted 
—that the dark mist which ignorance, stupidity, ava. 
rice, and unhallowed ambition had for a time cast 
2 around this, the fairest structure of human ingenuity 
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is now rapidly passing away, and its beutiful columns 
are again presented to gladden the heart and revive 
the drooping energies of the philanthropist ; and that 
our beloved institution is marching with a firm and 
steady step, to that lofty eminence of moral grandeur 
to which it is so eminently entitled ; and for the pur, 
pose of sooner bringing about this wished for consum. 
mation, your committee beg leave respectfully to urge 
that the Grand Secretary take parlicular care to send 
to all the Grand Chapters in the United States, copies 
of the proceeding of this Grand Chapter, requesting 
them to reciprocate. 


The Grand Chapter proceeded to the Election of - 


Grand Officers for the ensuing year — whereupon the 
ballots being taken, the following Companions were 
found to be duly elected to the offices affixed to their 
names respectively . 
M,. ©. Felix G. Norman, of Tuscumbia, G. H. P. 
J. McCaleb Giley, Efaula, Dep. ‘* “ ** 
Stephen F. Hale, Eutaw, Grand King. 
William Hendrix, Merion, Grand Seribe. 
Rev. James Young, Summerfield, G. Chap. 
Edward Herndon, Gainesville, G. Treasurer. 
Amond P. Pfister, Tuscaloosa, G. Secretary. 
Sterling A. M. Wood, Florence 
Wn. S aoa Livingston, : G. Mar. 
Josep W. Pierce, Marion, Grand Sentinel. 


The Annual communication of the G, Lodge of A). 
abama, was holden at their Hall, in the city of Tus. 
caloosa, on Monday, the Ist day of December. A. L. 
1845. Our acknowledgements are due to Bro. Pfister, 
the R. W. Grand Secretary for a copy of the pro. 
ceedings of thiss Body, as wellas that of the Grand 
Chapter. 

The following report was presented by the commit- 
tee on Foreign Correspondence. 

Your committee on Foreign Correspondence have ex- 
amined the printed proceedings of the past year of the 
Grand Maine, New Hampshire. Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New York, Maryland, Virginia, 


Lodges of 


North Carolina, Georgia, Florida. Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Indiana, Hlinois,lowa,Michigan,and Wisconsia,besides 
otver papers and documents referred to them, and are 
highly gratified in being able to report to your Wor. 
shipful body, that the institution of Masonry is on its 
onward march in every quarter of the Globe from 
which they have intelligence, 

There are many subjects referred toin the papers 
before them, deeply interesting to the Craft, especial- 
ly in our beloved and highly favoured country. And 
your cominittee, during the short space of time allow- 
ed them for the discharge of this duty, have endeav- 
ored to extract, and present, under appropriate heads, 
such matters as required the special attention of this 
Grand Lodge. 

Your committee, in view of the increased amount of 
the Foreign Correspondence of this Grand Lodge ; its 
vital interest to the welfare of the Craft, and the ne- 
cessity of a thorough acquaintance with the acts and 
recommendations of each other, in order to preserve 
uniformity and harmony among the different Grand 
Lodges in correspondence with this Grand Lodge, beg 
eave to recommend that a committee on Foreign Cor: 
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year to year, so as to enable them at each communi- 

; eation of your body, to present for your consideration. 
a comple synopsis of such matters and things as may 
be referred to them, and that the Grand Secretary be 
directed to hand over to such committee all Foreign 
communications as soon as received. 

Your committee, in continuation of their report, wil] 

‘ place under separare heads, such matters. as they 

‘ have deemed it important to present for your considera- 

‘ tion. 
GRAND MASONIC CONVENTION. 

On the subject of a Grand Masonic Convention, it 

will be recollected that at the communication of this 
: Grand Lodge, held in the year 1839, the first step was 
* taken advocating an uniformity of work throughout the 
Union, and recommending, that a Masonic Convention 
of all the Grand Lodges should be held at Washington 
city in 1842, which was accordingly done, and under 
; arecommendation emanating from that body the Bal- 
’ timore Masonic Convention was holden in 1843, and 
- ecommen ded the establishment and organization of a 
¢ Grand Convention of Ancient Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, and that said Convention be held in the city of 
» Winchester, Virginia, on the second Monday of May, 
1846,and by reference to the report of your committee on 
Foreign Correspondence, made to this G. L., atits com- 
, munication in the year 1844, it will be seen, that the 
plan of organizing a Grand Masonic Convention of 
Masons as recommended by the Baltimore Convention 
of 1843, had then been concurred in by the following 
Grand Lodges, to wit: Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
shire, Virginia, Maryland, Arkansas, Ohio, Mississip- 
pi, and Florida, making, with Alabama, nine Grand 
Lodges. 

From the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of Missou- 
rri, Iowa, Michiganand Illinois, (before your commit 
tee,it appears, that'they have assented to the same pro. 

/ position, making in all, thirteen Grand Lodges. The 
; Grand Lodges of Maine, Rhode Island, North Caroli. 
é na, Georgia, New York, Kentucky, and Wisconsin, 
> have as yet taken no definite action on that subject, 
é so far as appears from their printed proceedings be- 
fore us. We have before us also, a communication 
, from our R. W. Bro. Greorce K. Tevron repre- 
; sentative of the G, Lodge of Texas near the District 
; Grand Lodge of Bengal, dated at Calcutta. in which 
* he warmly congratulates the Grand Lodge of Alabama, 
as being foremost to advocate an uniformity of work, 
¢ throughout the Union, had in having proposed for that 
¢ purpose, the Washington Convention of 1842, and ex- 
presses the hope, that the work of reformation may 
not stop there, but that such measures may be taken 
‘ as willresultina thorough joint revision of the work of 
; America, England, Scotland and Ireland,so as to insure 
; an uniform system wherever the Anglo-Saxon tongue is 
‘ spoken. 
In conclusion of this part of their report, your com- 
mittee would recommend. that such measures be a- 
’ dopted at the present communication as will ensure 
the representation of this Grand Lodge in the Grand 
? Masonic Convention, to be holden at Winchester, 
‘ Virginia, on the second Monday of May, 1846. 
g PROSPERITY OF THE INSTITUTION. 
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It will doubtless afford much pleasure to the mem. - 
bers of this Grand Lodge to learn the continued ad. 
vancementof Masonry. The proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge of Arkansas, lowa, Wisconsin, and Michigan, * 


“~~ 


> evince their complete organization. The Beacon lights ; 


of Masonry are springing up to gladden the pioneers ’ 

of the West, and she marches hand in hand with civi- « 

lization, to take possession of the wilderness. 

EDUCATION. 

On the subject of Education, your committee will not | 
present an extended report; as the subject is already 


. confided to th: appropriate committee, and the limited - 


time allowed them would nct permit that consideration , 


’ which its importance requires ; they will only make a / 


concise reference to the action of other Grand Lodges, ° 
with the hope that it may excitea spirit of emulation / 
in our own body, and induce some exertion for the 
education of indigent children of the fraternity in Ala- 
bama. Among the foremost in this laudable work, 
is the Grand Lodge of the State of Missouri, whose 
proceedings are now before us, together with those of 
the Masonic College of that State. We commend 
it to the especial attention of the members of this G. / 
Lodge. In New York and Kentucky, Asylums have » 
been erected for the orphans of our deceased Brethren ; ; 
and many a hapless child of indigence has been res- ; 
cued from misery and the contamination of vice. In / 
the latter institution, there were at the last annual « 
communication, 127 pupils. Other G. Lodges are 
becoming interested in this subject ; and we trust it 
will ere long find a response in the heart of the mem- 
bers of this G. Lodge. By a judicious and combined 
effort on our part, we might accomplish much at pres- 
ent ; and hereafter have the delightful satisfaction of 
knowing that in the dispensation of our charity we 
have poured the oil of gladness into the heart of many 
a distressed Brother, and soothed his parting hour 
with the contident assurance that his orphans would 
be protected and provided for. With these few re- 
marks, we leave the subject for the further disposition 
of the Grand Lodge. 
REPRESENTATIVE SYSTEM. 

We are gratified to learn that since our last commu. 
nication, the G. Lodges of Maine, New Hampshire, ; 
New York, Georgia, Arkansas, Texas, Tennessee, 5 
and North Carolina, have adopted the Representative 
System, which was then approved by us. The M. W. 
G,. Lodge of Texas have since recommended Bro. 
Wm. B. Ochiltree as a suitable person to represent 
this Grand Lodge near them. It will therefore be 
necessary to take some action upon that subject. 


RIGHT OF A LODGE TO TRY ITS MASTER. 


The question whether a subordinate Lodge hasa 
right to try its master is exciting considerable atten- 
tion among our sister G. Lodges. An expression of o- 
pinion on this subject will be found in the procedings 
of the G. Masonic Convention, held at Baltimore.— ’ 
Against this right, and in this opinion, the G. Lodges 
of Massachusetts, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Wis- 
consin, have concurred. The G. Lodges of Missouri 
and New Hampshire, on the contrary, have expressed / 
their dissent. As this is a subject of considerable im- ; 
portance, and has not heretofore been passed upon by 
this Grand Lodge, we have deemed it proper if / 
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proper to bring the matter to your attention, and 
recommend some specific action at as early a period 
as practicable. 
MASONIC JURISDICTION. 
The next subject to which your committee will invite 
your attention, is that of Masonic Jurisdiction. Un. 
der this head we bring up the subject of conferring 


the Masonic degrees on citizens of other States. This ‘ 
is a delicate subject, creating a large amount of evil, ‘ 


> and calculated to produce feelings any other than Ma. 


¢ sonic, between brethren throughout the Union. 


In the 
correspondence before them, they have found com- 


‘ plaints from several sister Grand Lodges on this sub- 


ject. 


against New York ; Maryland against South Carolina ; 


and lastly, Alabama against New York. The evil, 3 


in the opinion of your committee, is a serious one, ° Saree 
‘ of our institution. 


. which ought to be met and remedied. 


PPPLS SOLS 


- AMERICAN MASONIC REGISTER. 7 


$ 
S 
¢ 
° 
3 
S 
¢ 
§ 


P 

< 
) 

¢ 


PAPRPAAPLRARALD 


Among the cases mentioned as grounds of com. ° 


plaint, is that of a citizen of Little Rock, Arkansas. ° of candidates for Masonry. The latter Grand Lodge : 
who was rejected by Western Star Lodge, and was : ; . : ons 

, : ¢ decides, ‘ when the deformity of a candidate for ini, 
afterwards made a Mason in North Alabama, whilst } “". ” J 


‘ on avisit there. 


e 


Similar complaints are made by Ohio, $ 


subject, at its last annualcommunication, and passed ° 


a resolution declaring such conduct unmasonic. 


periodicals referred to us — in 


; some cases sustained, and in others severely criti- 
 cised. Without stopping here to array the authority 
‘ on the different sides of this question, we proceed to ° 
. state what we believe to be the true ground to be oc- ° 
: cupied on this question. 


< ‘ . . 5 ° . 
of no Grand Lodge can be obligatory beyond its ter- 3 becoming energy, protest against it, and endeavor to 


‘ ritorial jurisdiction—and that when addressed to for- ; prevail upon those who have already yielded to the 


eign jurisdiction they are merely recommendatory.— ‘ 


. : This ’ that the loss of those upon which the mind depends for 
resolution we find adverted to in the proceedings of ° 
some of our sister Grand Lodges, as well as in some 


’ of the Masonic 
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; your M. W. Body as will hereafter prevent our own 
> subordinate Lodges from conferring Masonic degrees } 
> upon itinerant persons sojourning here, who may be 
’ residents within a foreign jurisdiction; and also to 


prescribe the terms upon which persons residing 


> within our territorial jurisdiction, and who have, or 


may hereafter travel into foreign jurisdiction and re- 
ceive the degrees, shall be admitted to fellowship 
here—and also respectfully recommend to our Sister 
Grand Lodges to adopt similar measures. 

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE. 


Much objection has been raised in some of the G. 


Lodges to the resolution adopted by this Grand Lodge, } 


and also that of Mississippi respecting the deformity 


tiation is not such as to prevent him from being in- 
structed in the arts and Mysteries of Masonry, his ad- 
mission will not be an infringement upon the land. 


» marks, but will be perfectly consistent with the spirit ° 
The R. W. Dep. G. M. of said | 


é . . 2 . 
. : aoe 2 G.L ve it as his opinion that a loss or partial 
This Grand Lodge expressed its opinion on this ° G. Lodge, ga ' 


deprivation of those physical organs which minister 
alone to the action of the body, do not disqualify ; but 


its ideas of external objects, certainly would.” The 


* G. Lodge of Kentucky have expressed the same opin- 
’ jon as we have quoted from Mississippi. 


Con- 
trary to the above views of the subject the 
M. W. G. M. of the G. Lodge of New York, in 
an address before said G. Lodge, protest against the 
above opinions, and says—‘‘ To prevent such heresy 


° from taking root or extending to any of the younger 
It is certainly true that the acts, resolutions, or edicts : 


Each G. Lodge is independent of every other, and ° 
* each subordinate Lodge is responsible alone to the 


Grand Lodge, under which it works ; provided always, 
however, that they do not violate the ancient land- 
marks of the Order. It follows then, that when one 


* Grand Lodge or a subordinate, Lodge feels itself ag- 
grieved by the action of another Grand Lodge, ora 
subordinate Lodge under a foreign jurisdiction, that 


its only redress so far as the aggressor is eoncerned, 
is by way of recommendation or remonstrance. 
And it is equally true that the acts, resolutions, and 


; edicts of any Grand Lodge, not subversive of our an- 


cient constitutions, is obligatory upon each subordi- 


« nate Lodge, and the craft generally within their re- 


¢ Spective territorial limits. 
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although this Grand Lodge cannot act upon a foreign 


G.-Lodges, the older ones should at once, act with 


delusion which has ruled their better judgment, to 
retrace their steps, and again place themselves upon 


> the list of the supporters of the true and ancient con. 


stitution of the order.” The G. Lodge of Maryland, 
in their report, say, ‘‘ They are not unanimous in the 
opinion that the Janguage of the Alabama resolution 
is fully admissible’ Although Masonry has assumed 
the speculative character, they are not certain that the 
operative should be entirely discarded.” Your com. 
mittee deeming the subject one of much importance, 
and not fully satisfied with the action of this G. Lodge 


, on that subject, at its last communication, beg leave 
‘ to present it again to your consideration, with a view 
‘ to some modification of that resolution. 


It therefore follows, that | 


Lodge, that may confer Masonic degrees upon a per- : 
Son residing within our jurisdiction, and who may be ‘ 
sojourning there, yet we may prescribe such rules and | 


regulations as we may think just and proper, for the 


government of our subordinate Lodges, in their con- - 


duct towards such person upon his return within our 


jurisdiction, and provide the condition upon which he 


may be received into masonic fellowship among us ; 
and by that means remedy all the evils complained of. 
Your committee would therefore recommend, that 
measures be adopted at the present communication of 
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NAUVOO LODGES. 

Your committee observe in the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of Illinois, the following order was 
taken in relation to the Nauvoo Lodges : 

‘“ Whereas, the M. W. G. Lodge of Illinois, at 
their last communication, thought proper to with- 
draw from Nauvoo, Helm. and Nye Lodges, the dis- 
pensations, which had been granted them ; for gross 
unmasonic conduct. And whereas, the M. W.G. M. 
did during vacation, send a special messenger to Nau- 
voo and demand the dispensations aforesaid — which 
demand was treated with contempt — and not only a 
positive refusal given by said Lodge, but a determi. 
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nation expressed to continue their work. Now 

** Resolved, By this G. Lodge, that all fellowship 
with said Lodges and the members thereof be with- 
drawn, and the association of Masons working these 
Lodges are hereby declared clandestine, and all the 
members hailing therefrom suspended from all the 
privileges of Masonry, within the jurisdiction of this 
G. Lodge ; and that our sister Grand Lodges be re- 
quested to deny them the same privileges. 

** Resolved, That the Grand Secretary, be requested 
to address a circular on this subject to all the 
Grand Lodges in correspondence with this Grand 
Lodge, and request the same to be published in all 
the Masonic periodicals.” 

Your committee have embraced the above in their 
report from a desire to give pubiicity to it, in compli- 
ance with the request of our brethren of Illinois. 

ON WORK. 


The committee on work, in Kentueky, in their re- 
port declare that they are decidedly of the 
that subordinate Lodges should not encourage, nor 
even tolerate, itinerant masons, lecturing to them , 


opinion, 


this meets the approbation of your committe, and its 
adoption by the subordinate Lodges of Alabama, 
would be more likely to secure uniformity of work, 
prevent innovations and impositions. They therefore 
recommend its adoption by this body. 

ON GENERAL SUBJECTS. 

Your committee are pleased to see the subject of fur- 
nishing refreshments in Lodges, alluded to by the M. 
W. G. Master of New York, as it enables them to 
bring this matter to the consideration of this Grand 
Lodge ; and they cannot refrain from giving an extract 
from his address. He says—‘‘ The practice of fur- 
nishing refreshments in Lodges at their regular meet. 
ings, I am glad to find is rapidly growing into disfa- 
vor ; the evil tendency of such convivality, has been 
so plainly apparent to the best observers of its effects, 
that few, if any, Lodges in this jurisdiction, indulge 
in such display of Free Masonry. A proper social in- 
tercourse can be better maintained by the mental than 
the physical feast. Whilst the one excites, the other 
rather tends to depress, the exercise of those feelings 
which in themselves being virtuovs, lead to virtne.— 
The surplus funds of Lodges should be held and used 
for benevolence and charity, not for the indulgence 
of selfish propensities and animal appetites. Whilst the 
ery of the widow and the orphan, and the worthy 
Brother in distress, is continually in our ears, let us 
nourish the funds which should—when occasion de- 
mands—be applied to their relief and not selfishly ap- 
propriate to personal gratification, that to which 
their necessities have just claim.” 

Your committee have had a cireular letter before 
them from the Grand Lodge of Maryland, proposing 
the establishment of a General Grand Lodge; and 
that delegates should be appointed to meet in conven. 
tion, in the city of Baltimore; for that pupose, on the 
first Thursday after the third Tuesday in Septem- 
ber, 1847. To this yourcommittee have no suggestion 
to offer, but respectfully leave it to the consideration 
of the G. Lodge. 

Letters have also been received from the Grand 
Lodge of New York, New Jersey and the District of 
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Columbia, the two first containing the sign manual 
of their Grand Officers elect, the last inform the G. 
Lodge of the prosperity of the order in their jurisdic. 


tion ; also communications from Paris, of the Lodge / 


de la Clemente Amitie, and G. Lodge of Bengal ; 
this last bya letter from Brother George K. Teulon, 
Representative from the G. Lodge of Texas near 


them ; the letter from Paris proposes an interchange ; 
It 


of fraternal kindness and Masonic brotherhood. 
informs us that Portugal has awakened from her 
lethargy, and has just formed the Grand Lodge of Lu- 
sitania, of which the Ministers of State are members. 


In this Kingdom the order was for a long time pro- ' 
The communication from Calcutta proposes | 
an interchange of correspondence, and gives a list of 


scribed. 


officers of the Pro. G. Lodge of Bengal; it also shows 
the fraternity to be marching on prosperously. 
Your Committee would respectfully ask this G. 


Lodge to request our G. Secretary to have fraternal / 


correspondence with these and all other G. Lodges in 
correspondencee with this G. Lodge. 

Your Committee in conclusion, have to regret the 
imperfect manner in which the duty assigned them has 
been performed, owing to the shortness of the time 
allowed them to investigate the documents and papers 
submitted to their consideration, it has been wholly 
imposible that they could do more than present a very 


‘ imperfect report upon the many interesting topics 


presented. 


In conformity with the foregoing, your committee 
report the following resolutions and recommend their 


adoption : 

Resolved, Ist, That a Standing Committe on For. 
eign Correspondence of five members be appointed 
by the Most W.G. Master, whose duty it shall be 
to report to the next annual communication of this 
G. Lodge, and that the Grand Secretary be instructed 
to hand over to the Chairman any foreign communi- 
cation he may receive during the year. 

Resolved, 24, Thatthis Grand Lodge, at its pres- 
ent communication, elect some one of its members to 
represent this Grand Lodge in the Grand Masonic 


Convention to meet at Winchester, Va, on the 2nd ‘ 


Monday of May, 1846. And that the suin of 
dollars, be appropriated out of the funds of this G. 
Lodge, to defray his expenses. 

Resolved, 3d, That ne Subordinate Lodge within 
the jurisdiction of this G. Lodge, shall confer any one 
or more of the Masonic degrees upon a transient per- 
son, whose place of residence is in a foreign Masonic 
jurisdiction, without first consulting and obtaining the 
unanimous approbation of the Lodge, nearest which 
such person may reside at the time. 

Resvlved. 4th, That any person residing within the 
jurisdiction of this G. Lodge, who has already, or 
shall hereafter travel into any foreign jurisdiction,and 
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there receive the degrees of Masonry, such persons , 


shall not be entitled to any of the rights, benefits and / 
privileges of Masonry within this jurisdiction, until / 


he shall have been regularly admitted a member of 
the Subordinate Lodge within this jurisdiction nearest 


which he at the time resides, in the manner now | 

. . . . ° ‘ 
provided by the Constitution of this G. Lodge for the : 
> admission of members. 
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The following Grand Officers were elected, during 


the session. 
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‘ mounted by the handsome banner of the Lodge. 

the opposite end of the ball-room the chairs for the Lady 
, Patronesses occupied a conspicuous position in front of > 
> the Orchestra,being elevated ona dais or throne, to cor- 


, ing the 


» harbor, and other gentlemen of the city. 


‘ decoration. 


— 


M. W. FELIX G. NORMAN, 
‘¢ WILLIAM HENDRIX, 
JOHN R. CLARK, 


G. Master. 
D. G. Master. 
Sr. G. Warden. 


‘¢ STEPHEN F. HALE, Jr. G. Warden. 
‘REV. T. H. CAPERS. G. Chaplain. 

‘© REV. JAS. T. SAURIE, G. Lecturer. 

* EDWARD HERNDON, G. Treasurer. 
‘© AMAND P. PFISTER. G. Secretary. 


STERLING A. M. WOOD, 
WM.S. PATTON, 
VELINA HART, 


Sr. G. Deacon. 
Jr. G. Deacon. 
Grand Tyler. 


THE 27th IN CANADA. 
{trom our Correspondent. | 
TORONTO. - 

Masonsc Furr. Dress BAtit.—This annual fete, in- 
stituted by the members of St Andrew’s Lodge, No. 1; 
Canada West, *‘ came off” on Tuesday night the 30th 
ult., at the Government House and we are happy to 
say most fully realised the anticipations of the Craft. 
Over 350 of the gentry of Toronto and neighborhood 
having assembled to enjoy the pleasures of the eve- 
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so arranged as to resemble every cymbol of Freema. 
sonry, from the highest to the lowest degree of the 
The delicious viands were spread out in a- 
bundance, while the choicest wines - enlivened the 


> banquet. 


At half-past nine the members of St. Andrew's 


» Lodge, marshalled by Brother S. B. Campsexx, Mas. 


ter of the Ceremonies, in full Masonic costume, dis- 


‘ playing the distinctive insignia of their Order, the band 


playing the ‘‘ Entered Apprentices’ March,” entered, 
and on saluting the Lady Patronesses, Mrs. F. Rici- 
ARpsoN, Mrs. T. G. Ripovr, and Mrs. W. A Camp. 
BELL. conducted their Worshipful Master, Brother 
F RicHArpson, to the throne, when due salute wa® 
given, and dancing immediately commenced. The 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Brother T. G. Rt. 
pouT, was also present, decorated with the splendid 


ql: G. Lodge Collar and Jewel, but graciously waiv- 


ed his authority for the evening. The excellent band 


, of the 82d Regt. by the kind permission of Lieutenan. 


ning, and participate in the generous festivities of the 


‘Sons of Light,” Amongst the guests we noticed 
the Hon. the Chiev Justice, Mr. Justice Jones, Mr. 
Justice McLean, and several of the officers of the 82nd 
Regiment. , 

The gentlemen deputed to carry out the arrangement 
and superintend the decorations neglected no one 
occasion of advancing the great object in which they 
had engaged, and their anxious desire to accomplish 
this duty, was happily crowned with success,and enti- 
tles them to much praise. A prominent transparency 
of the Irish words of salutation—‘‘Cead Mille faillte,” 
or, as rendered in English—a hundred thousand wel. 
comes—greeted the company on their passage to the 
Ball-room, which was most brilliantly lighted, and 


’ decorated with evergreens and Masonic emblems.— 


The first object of attraction that rivited the eye was 
the splendid throne of the Worshipful Master of St. 


Andrew's Lodge, No. 1, around which the flag ‘‘ that / 


braved a thousand years,” was gracefully folded, sur- 
At 


respond with the eastern end. The verandah adjoin- 
Ball-Room was temporarily arranged as a 
promenade, and lined with naval flags, kindly furnish. 
ed by the Captains of the various steamers in the 
The view of 
the Ball-room from this position was really beautiful, 
and forcibly reminded us of the romantic scenes de- 


Colonel Mackay and the Officers, were in attendancet 
performing alternately quadrilles, waltzes, and contre: 
dances, during the night. 


HAMILTON. 
The Masonic Ball came off on New Year’s eve 


’ with great eclat ; it was a most splendid affair, and 


the Masons of Hamilton have immortalized themselves 


> with the ladies. I should like to give you a detailed 
» account of this, by far the most elegant assembly that 
, ever met in this Western country, but my time is lim. 


' ited: suffice itto say, the decoration. of the room, 


which is inferior to none in Upper Canada, were got 


’ up in the very best taste by Mr. J. B. Harrison, an 


’ whole company. 


, numerous characteristic transparencies. 


artist of rising talents, and were the admiration of the 
Every thing was in strict Masonic 
style, and the general effect was greatly enhanced by 
The com: 
pany consisted of between three and four hundred, 
and I must not omit to add that Niagara, Port Dover, 


» Simcoe, Galt and Guelph, had their representatives 
’ in this goodly assembly of youth, beauty and elegance ; 


good music and excellent supper got up in Mr. Weeks’ 
(an old Kingstonian by the bye) best and most ap- 
proved manner, contributed greatly to the pleasures 
and enjoyments of the evening. The ball-room pre. 


' sented the most animated scene when the first minute 


’ of the New Year ushered in. 


At three knocks of the 


- master’s gavel the music was suddenly changed to 


God save the Queen,and the dance changed intoa grand 
promenade, in which the entire company joined, and 
which concluded with the tune of the merry Masons. I 


- need hardly add in stereotyped phraseology that the 


scribed by various writers of the witchery of some > 


fairy land. 


The supper-room was also tastefully decorated with : repens 
> an your head to publish this indifferent sketch of thig 


> the proud banner of England and other flags, whilst 
the ‘‘ Five-pointed Star,” formed the most prominent 


The tables were covered with every del- 
icacy which the season could afford ; the jellies, past- 
ries, and confectionary, were: prepared by Mr. Mc- 


’ Donald, lessee of the Government House, and reflected 
, great credit on his good taste and judgment, and all 


- m 


) 


Na tatat 


nw 


Company did not break up till a late hour. 


About twenty candidates for Masonry, since the 
Ball, bear evidence of its fruits. Should you take it 


, first essay of the Masons of Hamilton before the fair 


portion of their community,do not omit to mention 
that the lady patronesses (one of them was formerly 
a Kingstonian) discharged their part of the ceremc- 
nies of the evening with great dignity and grace, and 
contributed largely to the success of the Ball. 
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MASONIC FESTIVAL. 
BERMUDA. 
From the Bermuda Gazette of January. 

On Saturday last the Anniversary of the Holy St- 
John the Evangelist, was celebrated in this Town with 
unusual splendour by the Minden Lodge, No. 63 on 
the Registry of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, held in 
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the XX Regiment, assisted by the Brethren of the Ma. > 


sonic Fraternity in Bermuda.—Lodge opened at Ma- 


sonic Hall at 10 o’clock on that day, when the instal. : 
lation of Brother South, as Worshipful Master for the . 
ensuing year, took place, it being the fifth time during © 
a Masonic career of 19 years, that this greatly be- « 
loved and highly talented Brother has presided over * 
the Lodge, with honor to himself and profit to the < 
Brotherhood, not only to Lodge 63, but to the Craft 


in -general. 

The procession proceeded down the Front Street, 
and up Queen Street to St. John’s Church, Pembroke 
—the Band playing the Freemason’s March. On 
reaching the Church, Door. the Brethren opened ranks 


“ 
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Between the Communion Service and the Sermon: 
the following beautiful Anthem (composed expressly 


for the occasion by Brother Oliver), was exceedingly * 


well sung by the Choir. 
Tenore Solo. 


SNA SAAN ASA AS 


** Behold, how good and pleasant it is for breth- ° 


ren to dwell together in unity ;” 
The same repeated in Chorus. 
Tenore Solo. 
*‘ It is like the precious ointment upon the head, 
that ran down upon the beard. even Aa:on’s beard ; 


that went down to the skirts of his garment; As / 
the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended - 


upon the mountains of Zion :” 
Chorus. 


**For there the Lord commanded his blessing, ° 


even life for evermore.” 


The Venerable and the Rev. Brother Hoare, gave / 


a very edifying discourse from Romans 12th Chap- 


, 9th verse— fully elucidating the principles of Free. 


and faced inwards, when the Worshipful Master (‘ap- . 


tain South) of Minden Lodge, passed into the Church, 


receiving homage from the Brethren,who followed their < 


Chief, in due order. a 
The Service was opened by the Choir, (consisting 


¢ 
¢ 


of the excellent Band of the XX Regiment—Miss Oli- ; 
ver presiding at the Organ) singing the following . 


Hymn :— 
Unto Thee, great Gon, belongs 
Mystic rites and sacred Songs! 
Lowly bending at thy shrine, 
We hail thy Majesty Divine! 
Glorious Architect above, 
Source of light, and source bf love ; 
Here thy light and love prevail ;— 
Hail, Almighty Master, hail ! 
Whilst in yonder regions bright, 
The Sun by day, the Moon by night, 
And the Stars that gild the sky. 
Blazon forth thy praise on high ! 
Join, O Earth, and as you roll 
From west to East, from pole to pole, 
Lift to Heaven your grateful lays, 
Join the Universal Praise. 
Warmed by thy benignant grace 
Sweet Friendship link’d the human race ? 
Pity lodg’d within her breast, 
Charity became her guest. 
There, the naked, raiment found ; 
Sickness, balsam for its wound ; 
Sorrow, comfort ; hunger, bread ; 
Strangers there a welcome shed. 


Still to us, O Gop dispense 
Thy divine benevolence ! 
Teach the tender tear to flow, 
Melting at a Brother’s woe! 
Like Samaria’s Son, that we 
Blest with boundless Charity, 
To th’ admiring world may prove, 
They dwell in Gop who dwell in Love! 
After the Service (which was performed by the 
Rev. Brother Mantach) the 100th Psalm was sung. 








‘ gust) that Regt. gained unfading laurels. 


masonry—and we deeply regret that want of space 


prevents us from giving copious extracts, asit was ° 
calculated to enlighten the mind of the uninitiated as ° 


well as the Brethren of the Mystic tie.—We cannot 
refrain from making one extract ‘‘Let there be no ani- 
mosities—no discords—no jarrings—no jealousies be- 
tween the Lodges, but let all be fraternally united in 


the same mind and in the same judgment from Lodge ° 
‘ 266 to Minden Lodge—and here we cannot but 
- recollect the XXth Regt. to which the Minden Lodge 
is attached. That Regt. behaved most gloriously at | 
. the battle of Minden near which the French troops were ’ 
defeated in 1759. On that memorable day (Ist Au- 


* corded to their everlasting honor in the British An- 
‘ nals, and will never be forgotten.” 
We must briefly advert to the Rev. Brother’s re. | 
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marks on the fair Sex. 


It is re- ‘ 


‘Nor here I cannot. but take occasion to remark / 


that if the Bermudian Fara, and indeed, if all the 
Fair Sex throughout the whole world, did but know 
the sentiments which Free and Accepted Masons en- 
tertain towards them, they would admire and revere 
our Ancient and Honorable Fraternity. than which the 
religion of our Saviour excepted,there is no Institution 
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under the Canopy of Heaven, that so unanimously / 
fortifies,guards, maintains, ‘‘ and protects their honor, ‘ 
reputation and virtue, as the Institution of Frema- ’ 


sonry.” 


The Rev. Preacher concluded his Sermon in the ' 
words of the Anthem before mentioned—‘' Behold ? 


how good and pleasant itis for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity &c.” 


The Brethren returned to Masonic Hall, in the same 


order as they left it—and adjourned umil 4 o'clock, 
when they sat down to a sumptuous and well laid out 
dinner prepared by Brother Oldfield, who has lately 


‘ opened an Hotel in Hamilton—The W. M. of the 


Minden Lodge presiding. supported on the right by 
Brother B. J. Tucker, and W. Master, and Brothers 
Heseltine, &c., of the Atlantic Phenix Lodge—and 
on the left by the Rev. Brother Hoare and Brother 
W. H. Mayor, the Worshipful Master of the Sussex 
Lodge. 
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[A large number of toasts were drank, which we 


: are compelled to omit, save the last. ] 
‘ ‘Mrs. Reid and the Ladies of Bermuda.—( Applause.) 
» [With full Masonic Honors.]—Tune, ‘‘ Here’s health 
« to all good Lasses.”’ 


Which was responded to ina very neat speech by 


: Bro. Heseltine. 


Worshipful Brother B. J. Tucker, then rose and 


‘ said ‘* Brethren the toast I am now about to offer, I 
‘ am sure you will join me in giving with due honor 


' —but before I give it, I beg leave to make a few re. | 


; marks. The emblematical foundation of a Mason’s ; 
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’ Lodge is Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. These three > 
« noble Pillars give ita stability which no exertion of 
* art or ingenuity can subvert, no force can overthrow. 


RAAAAL SA 


> den Lodge, this day! 


And Brethren, have not the latent beauties of these 
Pillars been fully and faithfully illustrated in the Wor- 
shipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens of Min- 


Wispom” of the W. M., the Procession gained that 
‘* STRENGTH” so essentially necessary on such an oc- 
casion ; and the J. W. added still greater lustre to 


‘ the ‘ Beauty” of the workmanship of his Senior 
¢ Brethren 


> ‘““Thethankso f us all are due to the Minden Lodge. 


’ —Their exertions to contribute to the harmony of the 
» day, more particularly this evening’s entertainment, 
* have been unceasing, and let us join in doing honor to 
° our presiding W. 
’ draw forth all the latent beauties of Masonry—a 


M. a brother so well calculated to 


> Brother to well qualified to fill the high office which 


> he holds in the Minden Lodge. 


I congratulate the 


‘ Brethren in having such a Mastcr_ and I also congrat- 


° ulate the W. M. 
’ Menibersin Lodge63. (Cheers.) Brethren, Drinklothe : 


in having such talented Officers and 


(Loud Applause.) By the < 
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3 health of the W. M. Wardens Officers and Brethren $ 


‘ 


¢ 


of Minden Lodge, wishing them all, 

prosperity. (Incessant cheering.) 

March ” 
Brother W. 


long life and 
Tune ‘* Minden 


M. South rose and replied:—In the 


’ name of The Minden Lodge, I thank you for the hon- 


$ or you have done us in drinking our healths. 


For | 


; myself I feel I am in every respect undeserving such a ° 
‘ compliment, for neither my abilities or knowledge ot * 
Masonry are of such a nature to enabie me to do jus. « 


RAAAAAAAASA AO 


tice to the subject or to show it forth in all its beauty. § 


< 


(Cheers.) Masonry has the Omnipotent Architect of ¢ 


the Universe for the object of its adoration and imi- 
tation, Masonry is the handmaid of Religion — and ; 


¢ although it burns with subordinate lustre to its more 
* righteous sister, still it aids to light the traveller on 


his way, it breaths a concordant spirit of Universal 


° benevolence, and brotherly love, and adds one thread 


to the silken cord of evangelical charity which binds 
man to man. (I.oud cheering.) The Master Mason, 


* as you are aware, Brethren, represents an Individua! 
* saved from the Grave of iniquity and raised to the faith 


RAAAAAAAADAAALAA 


of salvation.—I beg again Brethren to thank you for 
your kindness towards me. I feel that I am vastly 
inferior to many in ability to do justice to the sub. 
lime subject ; but I will not admit myself as second 


to any in my wishes for the honor and prosperity of 
Masonry ; and I hope everv Brother throughout the 
¢ world, may have the Wisdom to devise, the Strength 
; 19 Support, 


and the Beauty to adorn whatever can 
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add lostre to our most noble and most excellent insti. 
$ tution.—(Very great applause.) 

The Band performed several very entertaining and 
enlivening pieces during the evening, until by square 
conduct and upright intentions, together with the mer- 
sy glee and catch, sprightly wit, and sparkling wine, 
the day’s proceedings were closed at 9 o’olock, in ell 
that harmony, order, and good will, which ought al- 
ways to characterize the dainty banquet and the social 
hour, by the Presiding W. M. Brother South, taking 
Jeave of the Brethren, who soon followed the example 
of their noble Leader, in retiring to their respective 
homes. 

The appearance of the whole Proceeding was mos, 
imposing and novel, and the great crowd which had 
assembled to witness the procession, &c., behaved 
senile with hots greatest propriety. 


SRR AN RA 


Fr rom a Masonic Review. 
INCIDENTS OF MASONIC INFLUENCE IN RE. 
AL LIFE. 

In 1825, | was in poor health, and obtained permis- 
sion to make a cruize ifia Colombian Frigate up the 
Mediterranean. 

We were lying too, off Malaga, designing to inter. 
cept a Biscay-bound convoy. One morning at day 
light we discovered very near us. to windward, 
three large ships under full sail bearing directly down 
for us. They proved to be three large polacca-rigged 
Greek Frigates, either of which was more than a 

match for us. Our ship after some manceuvering, 
was cleared for action, still hoping however to avoid 
a hostile rencontre. Our flag was shown. It was 
either not respected, or not recognised—the fleet still 
standing on, and the flag ship firing, a gun to wind- 
ward, which was a hostile signal. Every thing por. 
tended a fight. Our hopes were desperatewe were 
on an enemys coast — no refuge short of Gibralter, 
two hundred miles to leeward, and itself rather an 
equivocal one. The Colombian Republic was not 
then recognised among the Christian nations—she was 
esteemed but a Colony in rebellion—England,it is true, 
had formally acknowledged her nationality, but good 


neighborhood to old Spain, gave reasons to fear the 


non protection of Gibraltar. Moreover we had the 
Castle of Ceuta in fearful proximity, at that time, 
’ and probably still, full of unfortunate Colombians, in- 
carcerated for life in its Subteranean cells. Our only 
hope was from the humanity of the semi-barbarous 
Captain Anderson a prize officer aboard, 
suggested a last resort to the commander, fortunately 
a Mason, and it was forthwithessayed. Our flag was 
lowered—the Mediterranean pass was displayed. We 
were of course all anxiety. In ten minutes, behold it 
was answered ; and was speedily followea by what? 
What think you brother? Why a courteous salute! 
Their fleet bore away to the Southward. 

Thus, by Masonry, was here most certainly avoided, 
a sanguinary battle, and what more we know not.— 
Glorious, heaven descended Masonry, what does not 
man owe to thee, that thus offers him by land and sea, 
in church and state, in city and forest, in war and 
peace, a neutral ground, where the differing and the 
conflicting may ‘meet, and find, and enjoy the end of 
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Where even the sav- 


RA nner 


all human institutions—peace : 
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without doubting, one of mercys. 


S this anecdote, from the defective manner of conferring 
the Pass in the United States. 





itself observable, in emergency, many miles distant. 
MASONIC ELECTIONS. DEC. 5845. 
KINGSTON CANADA WEST. 


Dr Sir and Companion— 
I am happy to inform you, that after having lain 
sm a dormant state, for a number of years, our chapter 


has been again set at work, by a dispensation to revive 
the warrant of Frontenac Royal Arch Chapter No. 1. 
Our officers for the ensuing year, are, 


M. T. Hunter, M. E. H. Priest, 
Henry J. Morris, M. E. Scribe. 
Fracis Milo, Capt. Host. 
Thomas Paul, R. A. Capt. 
William Gunn, P. Sojourner. 
Com Hatch, ? ; 
D. Ruthford, Mast Veils. 
Thos. J. Ange!, ) 

Stoney Creek Micnican. 
Joshua B. Taylor, W. Master. 
Pheleg Ewell, Sen. Warden. 
David A. Rhodes, Jun. Warden. 
Calvin Chapel, Treasurer. 
Charles W. Miller}, Secretary. 
Walter Nicol, Sen. Deacon, 
George Patrick, Jun. Deacon. 
James Hersey. Tiler. 

{$ Our correspondent at Stoney Creek, noticas a 
significant fact. which is worthy of remark. 
** Stoney Creek Lodge is the only Masonic light» 
which the hurricane of Anti Mascnry eould not extin. 
guish : and the same Master presides cver us now, 
that did then.” 


: 
; 
: 


CONNECTICUT. 

Bro. Hoffman, At our election in this town (Nor. 
walk) in December last, the following Brethren were 
elected officers for the ensuing year, which you will 
please publish in your Register. 





W. 
Sen. 
Jun. 


Master. 
Warden. 
Warden, 

Treasurer. 

Secretary. 

Sen. Deacon 

Jun. Deacon. 

Tiler. 


James Stevens, 
Asa E. Smith, 
Henry Smith, 
W. Van Houter, 
W. J. Street, 
Geo. F. Daskam, 
J. Camp, 

J. D. D. Boalt, 


you may judge from the fact, that since the electivn, 


from several more. 
full attendance. 
siness as they can manage—7 have heen Exalted, 
within the last two months. 


We meet weekly, and have a very 
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Yours fraternally. 


eae 


age’s and the pirates dagger will be assuredly and - 


> . The Companions perhaps will not undelstand, fully: 


On Shipboard, up the 
Straits, more is taught and practiced—the Pass,making ° 


That > 


Our Lodge is in a very flourishing condition, as ° 
we have initiated ten candidates,and have applications : 
The Chapter, also, has as much bu- ? 


The cause of Masonry is 3 


PAA 


OFFICERS OF G. LODGE OF MICHIGAN. 
Ebenezer Hall, M. W. G. Master. 
Jacob Beeson, D. G. Master. 
Calvin Hotchkiss, Sen. G. Warden. 
Joshua B. Taylor, Jun.G Warden. 
Rev. Daniel Michael, G. Chaplain. 

A. C. Smith, Grand Secretary. 

Levi Cook, Grand Treasurer. 
GREENFIELD CHAPTER No. 103. 

John S. Weed, H. Priest. 

William Burnham King. 

George Kiddell, Scribe. 

Daniel Wing, C. Host. 

John Gifford, P. Sojourner. 

James A. Wheeler, R. A. Capt. 

Samuel Eddy, 

Wm. B. May, 
Hugh Cain, 
Stephen Hubbard, 


SARATOGA. 

St. Joun’s Lopes, No. 22, GREENFIFLD, 
John S. Weed, W. Master. 
Darius Johnson, Sen. Warden. 
Samuel Eddy, Jun. Warden. 
William Burnham, Treasurer, 

John Gifford, Secretary. 


Mast. Veils. 


Sentinel. 


MOURNING APPAREL. 

There is good sense in the following remarks, pub- 
lished more than twenty years ago, and we marvel 
much that the custom to which they refer, is not en- 

> tirely abolished. 

The principal objections against the custom of 

» wearing mourning apparel, are, that it is useless, 
convenient and expensive 
To remind me I am in affliction ? 
such m mento. 
> ner? 
> out. 


lace to me? [can gain no consolation from it. 


SARA AAS sot 
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in- ‘ 
For what use does it serve? / 
Ido not need any ; 
To point me out to others asa mour, / 
I most certainly do not wish to be so pointed ° 
Shall the sable garb be adopted then because it ‘ 
is grateful to my feelings, because it is the kind of so. / 


If then, the custom is useless, it is still more objec. | 
tionable on account of the inconvenience and expense. ‘ 


» It is inconvenient, because it throws the care of pur: 


’ chasing and making clotles upon a family, at the ve- ; 


$ ry moment, when on every account it most needs se- / 
worn out with care and / 


¢ clusion and quietnesa ; when, 


watching, and sorrow, it needs retirem nt and relief. 


That the expense presses heavily upon the poor, isa 


matter very well known, and [ believe generally re- 
gretted. 


If then, there is a custom in the community, / 


which is of no real benefit, and is a real burden, 1! ¢ 
would seem a clear inference that it ought to be dis’ / 


> couraged. 


If there be any who fear that they shall be ‘ 


too socn forgotten among men when they are gone; / 


> not upon the habiliments of their friends ; upon their 


saith 
When itis 
and when itis gone: 


> be remembered. ‘* The memorial of yirtue,” 
the wisdom of Solomon. ‘“ is immortal.” 


$ present, men take example of it; 


> ever. 


let them be reminded that it depends upon themselves, 4 


character.not upont eir obsequies, whether they shall ; 


they deserve it; it weareth a crown and triumpheth for- 


we B 
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DEATH OF ALEXANDER H. ROBERTSON. 


It is with extreme, pain, that we are compelled to 
announce the death, of our M. W. Grand Master, 
ALEXANDER H. Rosertson,Esq. who died during the 
past month, in the city of New-York, after a lingering 
and distressing illness, aged 49. 

Bro. Robertson was elected G. Master two years 
ago, and during that time, as_ well asa series of years 
before, while acting in a subordinate capacity, his 
talents and worth, were duly estimated by his now 
sorrowing brethren. Possessing an urbanity of dis- 
position, to an eminent degree, he carried with him 
jn all the transactions of private and public life. the 
confidence and love of those he was brought in _ inter- 
course with. His memory will be embalmed in the 
hearts of his brethren, and his Joss will be severely 
felt by the Institution, as well as the sorrowing circle 
which he moved in. 


Since the above brief notice was in type, and just 
as we were reaily for press, the following circular let* 
ter was received from the Grand Secretary, which has 
been addressed to the subordinate Lodges of this state, 
and to the several Grand Lodges. 


GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF N. YORK. 
February 16th, A. L. 5846. 

Brethren—It has become my painful duty to an- 
nounce, the removal of the Most Worshipful ALEXAN- 
pER H. Rosertson, our worthy and beloved Grand 
Master, from the scene of his earthly labors, to the 
region of perfect light and immortality. This deplora- 
ble event occurred at 1 o’clock, P. M. on Thursday 
the 12th instant, after a long and painful illness, ari- 
sing from an enlargement of the heart. The Grand 
Lodge was convened on the following day, and made 
the necessary arrangements for the funeral, which was 
appointed to take place at 5 o’clock, on Sunday after- 
noon, the 15th instant ; at which time the mortal re- 
mains of our departed Brother were deposited in the 
silent tomb by the Grand Lodge, and a numerous ase 
semblaze of his relatives and friends. 

It will not be deemed an undeserved eulogy to re- 
cord of our departed Brother, what was universally 
acknowledged by the fraternity during his life, that in 
few were united in so eminent a degree. the highest 
qualifications of a Grand Master of Masons. In early 
life he receiued the advantages of a classical eduea- 
tion, which were afterwards improved by extensive 
reading and study. There were few subjects of hu- 
man knowledge which had escaped his attention, or 
on which he could not converse instructively, and he 
had studied men, as thoroughly as books. Nature had 
endowed him with an intellectual capacity of uncom- 
mon strength and and not with 
unfailing kindness of heart ; so that those who enjoy- 


clearness, less 


ed an intimacy with him were constant witnesses of 


the ease with which he could disentangle a subject 
apparently involved in inextricable difficulties, and e- 
qually of the liberality and benevolence which marked 
his daily life. But there was still another characte. 
ristic which was observed by all that knew him. It 
was the suavity and mildness of his manners. He 
rarely, if ever, lost his self-control, even in moments 
of excitement or depression, and still more rarely ut- 
tered a word to wound the most sensitive mind. He 


% 





enjoyed a very extensive acquaintance ; all who knew 
him respected him; and those who knew him best, 
most loved him. 

Brother Robertson was initiated into the mysteries 
of Masonry in St. John’s Lodge, No 1, in this city, in 
1821, when he was 21 years of age, and continued his 
membership in the same Lodge, until the day of his 
decease. He was elected Master for the year 1830, 
and at several subsequent periods. During the se- 
vere trials through which our institution has passed 
since he became a member, he never faltered in his 
duties ; indeed it was not his nature to desert what he 
deemed to be not alone his duty, but the duty of every 
Mason. ‘‘ to belong to some Lodge,” and to stand firm- 
ly by the Order. 

In June 1843, Brother Robertson was elected by the 
Grand Lodge, Deputy Grand Master ; and after the 
decease of the M. W. Morgan Lewis, he was elected, 
in June, 1844, to fill the vacant Oriental Chair, to 
which he was re-elected, in June, 1845. In this office 
he exerted his efforts for the promotion of the best in- 
terests of the Craft. When his heaith and business 
permitted, he visited the Grand Secretary’s office dai. 
ly, and kept himself constantly informed of the pro- 
gress of the Instituiion, both at home and in foreign 
lands. 

His printed addresses to the Grand Lodge exhibit 
plainly, though briefly, his knowledge and ability, as 
well as the serious tenor of his views of the Institu- 
tion. During his last illness, when he was aware that 
but a few days, perhaps but a few hours of life remained 
he desired to perform some official duties to which his 
physical powers were inadequate, and it was one of 
his last requests to the Fraternity of his jurisdiction, 
that they would ‘ strive to do their duties as Masons, 
an live in harmony and love.” 

The last days of our M. W. Grand Master were 
blessed. He strove to be ‘‘ reconciled to God,” and 


his earnest prayers were answered by an assurance of 
pardon and acceptance through that ‘‘ only Name giv- 
en amongst men, whereby they may be saved.” 

As a token of respect to the memory of our departed 


Brother, the Grand Lodge has directed, that the 
Lodges of the jurisdiction be clothed in mourning for 
one year. 
Brethren! May the last request of our Brother be 
recorded on our hearts,—may his wishes be realized, 
and his bright example be imitated. 
lam, with fraternal regard, Yours. 


JAMES HERRING, Grand Secretary. 





THE LADY’S TEST. 

During the times of chivalry, when young paladins 
presented themselves in crowds as candidates for the 
honor and advantage of obtaining rich Jadies in mar- 
riage, and were never disheartened at any test, how: 
ever severe, which might be required of them by their 
mistresses—in these times, which hapily for suitors, 
are now no more, there lived a young lady, of rank, 
who was alike renowned for the antiquity of her fam- 
ily, her enormous wealth, and her enchanting beauty. 
She was courted by three brave knights at once, but 
neither of them was to her taste ; and what made 
matters more distressing, was, that their assiduities 
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$ deprived her of the moments which she would willing- ; 
Hi love for me.” 


’ ly have consecrated to the sole object of her affection. 


+ Hildervert, the man of her heart, was inferior to her ¢ 
¢ mouth?” replied the knight. 


j in rank, and she naturally presumed that innumerable 


’ obstacles would be raised as soon as she should com- ° 
“ municate to her proud parents the name of her lover ; . 

but she was firmly resolved rather to renounce all ‘ 
’ matrimonial engagements than wed any one but him. : 
Hildervert was a handsome young man, who filled in ; 
; the castle of her father, the office of secretary The ° 
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young lady had grown up by hisside, and he had, prob- 
ably without being aware of it, planted in her heart 


time, forget that when her father. conformably to the 


from the rage of banditte who had attacked it. 


knights came regulariy to woo this lady, she resolved 


to get rid of these importunate suitors at once,and for- ° 


ever. 
that a test should decide to which of the 
once her parents and her lovers. 


the right of nameing what the test should be, of pre- 
paring it if necessary, and of being present when it 
was executed. The tradition is silent as to whether 
she consulted her favoured, lover upon this subject— 
whether it was he who invented the project which 


cient romance for the idea,or whether it was altogeth- 
er an invention of her own. Tradition, however, 
has not concealed from us the fact that she was assis- 
ted in the execution of her design by Hildevert, and 
by an old faithful servant. 

When all the preparations were completed, she de- 
sired the first of her suitors to be called, and addressed 
him thus : 

‘My father has for some time past had his coffin 
prepared, in order to remind him that his term of life 
is drawing toaclose. To-night I will order the coffin 
to be placed in the hall. Put yourself into it, like a 
dead man, and do not stir at all, whatever you may 
behold. These commands obeyed, I shall know that 
you really love me.” 

“* Charming lady,” replied the knight. “‘ can it be 
difficult for him to act the part of a dead man, who ig 
at every instant ready to. expose himself to death 
for those bright eyes? Command what you please 
you will find your lover unshaken to his latest 
breath.” 

The young lady afterwards spoke in these terms to 
the second of her suitors : 

‘* We havea dead man in the castle ; the corpse 
will be laid in the hall, to-night ; dome the favor to 
watch by its side, in order to prevent the occurrence 
ofany accident. It is absolutely hecessary that you 
should conduct yourself with resolution, and maintain 
your post by the side of the coffin whatever may chance 
tohappen. By a strict fulfilment of those conditions, 


, 3 devil; I have a dress prepared for you. 
pious custom of the age, quitted his domains to } when spectres are said to visit the earth, go and terrify 
fight beneath the christian standard in Palestine, Hil- < 


devert had, by his bravery, saved her paternal roof $ 


rd 
three the ® taken this turn, should Lucifer himself guard the cof- 


preference was due—a declaration which satisfied at $ fin. | would make him yield his post to me.” 
The lady reserved ‘ 


¢ to herself exclusively.as was customary in such cases, 


> flowers. 
> nance ; and the lady, after considering him ia this po- 


Ishall be enabled to judge of the sincerity of your ; 


‘* What a command has issued from that lovely 
‘** This slender test my . 
very squire would willingly undergo for a breakfast; ; 
and wherein can it possibly offer any difficulty to one » 
who is ready to brave death that he may find favour ° 
in your sight ?” 

The lady then took the remaining one of her three 
suitors aside : 

‘*T intend,” said she, ‘* to amuse myself at the ex. 


¢ pense of a man who has undertaken to watch a corpse | 
the seeds of the tender sentiments which had afterwards ° 


taken so deep a root there: nor could she,at the same ¢ 


to-night, and who boasts and piques himself’ prodigi- 
ously upon his courage. Disguise yourself as a ° 
At the hour 


this guardian of the dead, and endeavor to make him 
quit his post. But remember to maintain yourself - 


, ‘ ‘ resolutely in your own, whatever, may happen ; for 
During a certain winter season, when the three 


by this I shalltorm my judgment of the ardour of 
your passion for me.” 
** What! adorable lady is such infant sport as this ; 


She announckd, according to the custom of the time, } ot that you veyuive aes prect al my envety and love’ 


No matter, your pleasure is my Jaw; and since it has 


As soon as night set in, a large coffin, covered with 
black, was brought into the castle hall. Wax tapers 


° and all the appointments of death,were placed around. 
> The knight to whom the part had been assigned, ar- 
§ rayed in a linen shroud, placed himself in the coffin in 
’ the presence of the lady, and clasped his hands firmly 


? together ; a crucifix was laid upon his breast, and his 
she executed—whether she was indebted to some an. ‘ 


head, which rested on a pillow, was crowded with 
The livid tint of death disguised his counte. 


sition, and feigning to shudder with horror at the spec. 
tacle, gave him strict injunctions not to open his eyes. 
or to give the slightest signs of animation. 

The second knight began by doing ample honor to 
the splendid supper to which he had beer invited.— 
He was full of gayety and spirits, and laughed hearti. 
ly with the rest of the guests at all the current tales 
of sorcerers and spirits, swearing that from his very 
youth he had scoffed at the idea of ghosts. When 
the appointed hour arrived, he walked courageously to- 
wards the hall, where the lady was awaiting his arri- 
val with the old warder of the castle. She indicated to 
him his post, giving, however, atthe same time. full > 


> liberty to walk or sit still—to read—in a word, to | 


employ himself in any way he thought proper. provi- 
ding, only that he should not lose sight of the corpse, 
and that he should defend it from whoever might ap- © 
proach the coffin. 
When the lady and the warder had retired, the most ° 
profound silence reigned throughout the hall. The ; 
knight began to scrutinize it in every, part and at last 
exclaimed ‘* What will not love render a man capable ° 
of!” then, throwing himself into a ehair near the cof- 
fin, he fixed his eyes upon the corpse. The sight of 
this object caused an involuntary shudder to pervade } 
his whole frame ; for his brother suitor, who coun- { 
terfeited the dead man, played his part so well, and ; 
his pale and livid countenance resembled that so ex- | 
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s actly that of one whom life had become extinct, 
that the most distrustful eye would have been deceived. 
; His head, too, half raised, appeared as though it 
‘ would advance towards the rash man who stared so 
, fixedly upon him, and drag him with him to the 
‘ tomb, which already gaped for all that death had left 
; him of mortality. The knight withdrew his gaze from 
’ the hideous object before him, snuffed the lights, and 
, began to read an ancient family chronicle ; and in this 
’ occupation he became so busied in the relation of a 
, siege of some town in Italy, that he forgot the dead 
> man in the coffin; and, sharing the heroic sentiments 
of the brave knights whose deeds rivetted his attention, 
he became, like the first knight, prepared to push 
the adventure to a close. 

The lady, who, with her lover and the old warder, 
was observing, from a neighboring apartment, what 
, passed in the hall, began to entertain some misgivings 
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respecting the success of her stratagem, when the hour ° 


_ of one struck loudly upon her ear. 
’ third knight was heard to approach the hall. 


Instantly the ’ 


He struck a tremendous blow upon the door of the ’ 


hall atthe very moment when the knight who was 
; pouring over the chronicle was engaged, in his imagi- 
‘ nation, in cutting his way through a breach by the 
; sideofhis gallant ancestors. The noise made him leap 
’ instantly from his chair as though the hand of him who 
, struck had caught him up suddenly by the hair.— 
‘ “ Who goes there ?” he exclaimed. No unswer was 
} returned ; and the silence which had prevailed since 


’ the blow was struck was only interrupted by the echo “ 


The guardian knight seized a taper, and / how he liked the country and such other familiar 


’ but general questions. 


. of his voice. 
, drew near the door with a design of opening it; but, 
changing his purpose, he stopped, listened attentively, 
‘ and was about to repeat his question, 
. blow, louder than the first, was heard, ‘* 
; claimed the guardian knight ; 


come in,” ex- 
and then stepped back a 
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his eyes ; 
figure of the enemy of souls, than he leaped from the 
coffin and prepared to flee. 

At the sight of a corpse in flight the two combatants 
Jost all courage ; the devil made for the door, and the 
guardian knight took refuge ina neighboring cham. 
ber. 

The young lady, accompanied by the witnesses 
of her success, entered the hall, which rung with 
bursts of laughter, and, recalling the three knights, 


who dared hardly to raise their eyes for shame, she 
reminded them of their compact, and bade them recol- 
lect that both the laws of galantry and knighthood 
forbade them again to press their suit. 

The knights took a hasty departure from the castle ; 
and Hildevert was shortly afterward united to the ob- 
» ject of his affections. 


W ASHINGTON 


IT remember my father telling me he was introduced 
to Washington in 1790, by an American friend. A 


but no sooner did he behold the frightfy : 
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servant well looking and well-dressed. received the ° 


visitant at the door, and by him they were delivered 


over to an officer of the United States service who ° 


ushered them into the drawing-room in which Mrs. 
Washington and several ladies were seated. There 


was nothing remarkable in the person of the lady of ; 


the President ; she was matronly and kind, with per. 
fect good breeding ; she at once entered into an easy 
conversation, asked how long he had been in America, 


In a few minutes the General 


» entered the room ; it was not necessary to announce 


’ his name, for his peculiar appearance. 
when a onuae ; hist ’ P pp 


his firm fore- 
head, Roman nose, and a projection of the lower jaw, 


¢ his height and figure, could not be mistaken by any 


‘ few paces, in order that he might keep his eye upon ‘ 


/ the corpse, which remained 


‘ less. 


tranquil and motion. 


/ towards the door. 
‘ the other two were really gentle, shook the door. 
‘ the same instant the two sides flew open, 
, devil entered. 

It is well known that, in ages of such as that in 


who had seen a full-length picture of him. 
no picture accurately resembled him in the minute 
traits of his person. His features, however, were so 


; ? > marked by prominent characteristics which appear 
The guardian knight placed his taper on the floor, 


. drew his sword, and marched with lengthened strides ¥ 


A third blow,compared with which ¢ 
At; 
and the » 


? which this adventure took place, the devil was firmly ; 


’ believed in by the inhabitants of Europe. The people. 


y chair himself, 


’ the knights, and even the princes themselves, believed y 


/ that he assumed all sorts of forms for the purpose of 
} tormenting mankind. Upon this occasion he appeared 
, in the guise of a tall and robust man, whose firm steps 
‘ shook the flooring of the hall. 


’ brandished a heavy lance ; he cast a look full of fury 


in all likenesses of him. that a stranger could not be 
mistaken in the man. He was remarkably dignified 
in his manner, and had an air of benignity over his 
features, which his visitant did not expect, being rath- 
er prepared for sternness of countenance, After an 
introduction by Mrs Washington, without more form 
than common good manners prescribe, ‘‘ He requested 
me,” said my father, ‘‘ to be seated ; and, taking a 
entered at once into conversation. His 
manner was full of affability. He asked how I liked 
the country, the city of New York: talked of the in- 
fant institutions of America, and the advantages she 


» offered by her intercourse for benefiting other nations. 


His powerful arm ’ 
» dress was of purple satin. 


‘ Upon the guardian knight,and another upon the corpse ; ° 


and, spite of the glittering sword of the former, walked 
firmly towards the\coffin. The guardian knight de- 
fended his post valiantly, and the issue of the con- 
, test began to be doubtful, when the dead man forgot 
; he parthe had toplay. The danger to which he found 


¢ forbade too greata freedom towards him, indepen. | 


, himself exposed from the sturdy blows which rattled é 


; by his coffin, and his curiosity to behold the fray, 
induced him to raise himself in his coffin, and open 


wana 


He was grave in manner, but perfectly easy. 
There was a commanding 
air in his appearance which excited respect, and 


and yet } 


His 
5 


dently of that species of awe which is always felt in ; 


the moral influence of a great character. 
movement too there was a polite gracefulness equal 
to any met with in the most polished individuals in 


Europe, and his smile was extraordinarily attractive. ; 
It was observed to me that there was an expression ® 


in Washington’s face that no painter had succeeded 


» 
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in taking. It struck me 
formed for command. A statue of six feet, a robust 
but well proportioned frame, calculated to sustain 
fatigue, without that heaviness which generally at- 
tends great muscular strength, and abates active ex- 
ertion, displaying bodily power of no mean standard. 
A light eye, and full—the very eye of genius and re- 
flection, rather than of blind passionate impulse.— 
His nose appeared thick ; and though it befitted his 
other features, was too coarsely and strongly formed 
to be the handsomest of its class. His mouth was like 
no other that I ever saw, the lips firm, and the under 
jaw seeming to grasp the upper with force, as if its 
muscles were in full action when he sat still, Nei- 
ther with the General nor with Mrs. Washington, was 
there the slightest restraint or ceremony. There was 
less of it than I ever recollect to have met with, 
’ where perfect good breeding and maners were at the 
¢ same time observed. To many remarks Washington 


assented with a smile or inclination of the head, as if 


he were by nature sparing in his conversation ; and I 
am inclined to think this was the case. An aliusion 
was made toa serious fit of illness he had recently 
suffered ; but he took no notice of it. [ could not 
help remarking, that America must have looked with 
anxiety lo the termination of his indisposition. He 
made no reply to my compliment but by an inclination 
of the head. His bow at my taking lcave | shall nev- 
er forget. It was the lastmovement which I saw that 
illustrious character make,as my eyes took their leave 
of him forever, and it hangs a perfect picture upon 
my recollection. The house of Washington was in the 
Broadway, and the street front was kandsome. The 
drawing-room in which I sat was lofty and spacious ; 
but the furniture was not beyond that found in dwel- 
lings of opnlent Americans in general, and it might 
be called plain for its situation. The upper end of 
the room had glass doors, which opened upon a bal- 
cony commanding an extensive view of the Hudson 
River, interspersed with islands, and the Jersey shore 
onthe opposite side. A grandson and daughter re. 
sided constantly in the house with the General, and a 
nephew of the General’s married to a niece of Mrs. 
Washington resided at Mount Vernon, the General’s 
family seat in Virginia, his residence, 
keeping him at the seat of government.” The levees 
held by Washington, as President, were generally 
crowded, and held on Tuesdays. between three and 
four o’clock. The President stood, and received the 
bow of the person presented, who returned to make 
way for another. At the drawing-rooms Mrs. Wash- 
ington received the ladies who curtsied and passed 
aside withoutexchanginga word. Teaand coffee,with 
refreshments of all kinds, were laid in one part of the 
rooms. and before the individuals of the company re- 
tired, each lady was a second time led up to the lady 
President, made her second silent obeisance, and 
departed — nothing could be more simple, yet it was 
enough.—Monthly Magazine. 


te 


as President, 


Ratuer Mystrriovs.—‘‘ Now Jack,” said the prin- 
ter of a country newspaper, in giving directions to his 
apprentice, ‘‘ put the Irish Attorney-General and the 


State prosecutors into the galleys und lock them up ; let | 


the two Members for Liverpool have large heads ; : 


no wars sulla be better ’ distribute the Army in Ireland ; 


bo 
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take up a line ena | 
finish Ferrand and the Anti-Corn Law League, and“ 
make the Prince of Wales to run on with the Dowager ? 
Lady Littleton ; move the Melton Mowbray huntoutof ’ 
the chase ; get your stick and conclude the horrid mur- 
der that Tom began last night ; ; after which come into 
dinner, and see that all the pie is cleared up.” An 
(E: lipus may be found in a printing-office to explain 
this enigme. 
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THE MOTHER'S FAITH. 
BY MRS. JAMES GRAY. 

** Hark how the wind is whistling, mother, 
List to the driving rain ; 

And, alas, to think that my gentle brother 
Is tossed on the stormy main.” 

The mother raise’ her meek blue eye 

From the holy book to the stormy sky, 

And a moment’s flush went o’er her brow 

As she thought of the boiling flood below. 

30t she checked her human weakness well, 

And sighed for the heart that would rebel ; 

And then she meekly spoke—‘My love, 

I will not fear, there’s a God above.” 

** But I have been to the garden, mother, 
And the vine is trailed and torn, 

One rose tree crushed, and pale the other 
Droops like a thing forlorn ; 

And oh! all night how the tall trees creaked, 

As if some fearful woe they shrieked.” 

Again the mother’s pale cheek burned, 

As she thought of him for whom she yearned ; 

But she spoke again in holy trust, 

** The God I worship is good and just.” 

‘* But look at the tossing waves, mother, 
How they dash, and foam and roar, 

And the wild winds howling. almost smother 
Their echoing ashore.” 

The mother looked to the ocean wild, 

And her heart grew sick for her absent child, 

And the strong prayer rose from that swelling heart- $ 

** My God, thy help and aid impart.” 

‘* Look, look to the path from the beach, mother ; 
Some neighbor that must be— 

Oh should he say mine only brother 
Is wrecked in that stormy sea,” 

Butthe mother’s brow grew deeplier flushed, 

And her breath at her heart was hushed, 

And the light in her meek and trustful eye 

Grew bright as a star in a frosty sky ; 

Then over the cottage floor she sprung, 

And back the door on its hinges dung, 

And round her wet and weary boy 

She flang her arms in feverish joy. 

The gallant ship ts alla wreck, 

But she hath fallen upon his neck ; 

His hard-earned wealth is lost and gone, 

But the God of mercy hath spared her sor. 
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